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and fences. as far Soret as ihe Carolinas, furnishes 


fruit: which isa delicate winter vegetable. — Cy) 
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Fruit and flowers of the Chayote. 
Memerne=right Of the fruit is shown a small white 
female flower, and below against the dark background 
Meeone l6ai a cluster of male flowers. Natural size. 
Photo No. 16240. 





Commercial shipment of Chayotes, 
es of 


Chayotes opened . for  dispiyaea 
their arrival at Washington, showing one method of 


from : Brooksville, Flaw, in Six+baSke yeas 
E to crates. This crate contains 36 Chayotes. 
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CULTURAL DIRECTIONS FOR THE CHAYOTE. 


The chayote (Chayota edulis) is a climbing 
vine belonging to the cucumber fami 
Slightly resembles the cucumber in growth, 
although it is much more vigorous and pro- 


lific. The plant is a perennial; 6aeuny 
>) 





Varieties of the Chayote. 

In Porto Rico there are a large number of vari- 
PeeeeesO. the Chayote, some of which have better 
feawore than others. They vary in spininess and in 
the depth of green coloration. Some are nearly white. 
Seaverncclimatization Photo No. 2270. 
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An arbor covered with Chayote vines. 
The arbor was made of rough poles and posts from 
e woods.’ The posts are placed 10 to 15 Ts6eusapame 
and the arbor top is 6 feet from the groungies 
ess voles are run lengthwise 2 feet apart. Hali- 
way between each two posts a single -Chayote Shouts 
be (planted, Photo Nop 158335 


killed by-frost, but as far -north asmogauees 
Carolina the roots live over Wwinté€r ieee 
tected by a litter or manure mulch, anGmaeee 
duce a mass of vigorous: vines the {TOJsRyee 
season. It produces good<crops of frites 
several years. 

The fruit is pear-shaped and somewhat 
corrugated, with a single flat seeds same 
are both smooth and spiny, and white and 
green varieties. The. chayote : has’ geass 
delicate flavor and texture than the summer 
Squash or the vegetable marrow. It makes. a 
delicate salad for use with mayonnaise,. can 
be stuffed and baked, creamed, fried with 
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PecChavoue: Vines 7 .bénce. 


merwo-year old vine which was neglected the first 
Seen was well tértibized the second season. It 
Peevetced by making a rapid growth of 50 feet and 
emer ene 65 fruits, Apparently, however,~the vine 
feewereos. areéely on fences than on arbors. Photo 
Worm s4 2d. 


batter as fritters, cooked with meat in stews, 
Seeeiace LNtvO a sauce, which is strikingly 
meewrdivestO- apple sauce. Because of .these 
Perey as, diSbinot advantages. over the 
vVeeetable marrow or summer squash. The large 
mmeetous, perennial root=of the, Chayote vine, 
mereeiorine in character the true yam, is 
momuomdsce highly esteemed in tropical coun- 
mee seas is the fruit. 

memo wine 1S useful as a screen on fences 
@eeeeouuoulldinegs; and during the early sum- 
[eens particularly attractive; -later- .1t 
Seco nigs leaves. Small but Interesting 
Wines can be grown indoors as pot plants. 
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Chayote vine as @ norch cCiimpers 
1914, a single fruit. of. the Ghagaee 


was planted by Mr. L. C. Smith at the cornermegiaes 
house near Brooksville, Fla. Inside of V2aie 


= ’ 
1t had covered the porch, spread halfway round the 
i he oso rs. yer wires into two OCakiwees 
from the-house, It began to bear 1 egies 
r, bore over 400 fruits. 


The seed Chayotes are usually sprouted be- 
fore planting, being placed on shelves in a 
warm dry place for this purpose. The Chay- 
otes shoulda be planted out when the sprouts 
have appeared, if protection from frost can be 
given. Planting at least two of each variety 
in adjoining hills should increase the yield. 
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When planting, place the entire fruit 
horizontally just below the. surface of the 
Boe, prerecrably in a well-drained, deep 
Sandy loam, enriched with well-rotted man- 
Memo COMPOSt. Do-not plant it on end. 

@meve ShOuld-be planted 8-to 10 .. feet a- 
Bead be trained on an arbor, trellis or 
Me@eeercvel the northern or eastern exposure 
Gum porch |. or out-building -has- proven. a 
“eee Location. If -an arbor its used, 
Memeeeicavyy Wire netting “on top with-finer 
Motoiaie on the sides on which to train the 
Pomme tn ob lorida--and-the..Carolinas, an 
average vine may yield 50 to 100 or more 
Perego Ihe vine starts to. yield «in August 
Maemo ETciibDer. and= continues: until -frost; 

Pieeecnavyove-- Will:grow best on a well- 
Memiege rich, sandy loam, but it can. proba- 
PemeeeeeoTOWn On any type -.of soil, if well- 
memeecoee and fertilized: Olay Ob.6 Sie MUS:tesb.e 
Weeeeecos vnoroughiy at least ‘once a week dur- 
Beery periods; as they are.unable to with- 
meer ournts. During such’ times, it is 
eremiroocesosary to protect the soil, coverin 
Dietomus With ahay mulch. It requires 
Poeememoucal Cultivation up to the frulit- 
MeeeerOdns A hive of bees near the-vines 
Wileetssistb Materially in the fertilization 
Peeuoeetiowers for the production of fruit. 

Little is known regarding the diseases of 
Thescnayote, but the insect pests are prob- 
ably Similar to-those attacking other cucur- 
bits and should be treated in a similar way. 
meee cw diseases appearing on it should be 
mepomved tO the Department at once. 

Maereea yield of many thousand fruits to 
Piemicrc. welehing on the average a pound 
meee ull s. crop has promising possibili- 
Meeceend deserves serious consideration by 
muuekeorowers in the South. 
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The Chayote is as yet but slightly known 
on any of the northern markets of this coun- 
try, although it has found a steady Sauieueam 
the London and Paris markets, and growers 
should bear this fact in mind in planning to 
grow this vegetable. It is belleveduaaiiaye 
ever; that when a regular supply 1S 3a 
able, it will be possible to develop miles 
TOreltein the tarcer cit vess | 
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